Worship on the Keys
Piano Scales, Modes, and Spirit-Led Playing
Introduction: The Purpose of Worship Music on Piano
“Sing to Him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy.” — Psalm 33:3
This book is for those who desire to learn piano to glorify Jesus through worship, prayer, and spontaneous praise. It's not just about scales—it's about surrendering your hands to the Holy Spirit.
Understanding Notes and the Keyboard
There are 12 notes in Western music: C, C#, D, D#, E, F, F#, G, G#, A, A#, B
These notes repeat in every octave on the keyboard.
A scale is a series of notes played in order.
Major Scale Formula Explained
W = Whole step (skip one key), H = Half step (next key).
Major Scale Formula: W – W – H – W – W – W – H
Example: C Major — C, D, E, F, G, A, B, C
The 12 Major Scales
Here are all 12 major scales using # (sharps):
C:  C D E F G A B C
C#: C# D# F F# G# A# C C#
D:  D E F# G A B C# D
D#: D# F G G# A# C D D#
E:  E F# G# A B C# D# E
F:  F G A A# C D E F
F#: F# G# A# B C# D# F F#
G:  G A B C D E F# G
G#: G# A# C C# D# F G G#
A:  A B C# D E F# G# A
A#: A# C D D# F G A A#
B:  B C# D# E F# G# A# B
Understanding the 7 Modes
7 Modes from C Major – With Notes & Step Patterns
	Mode
	Notes (from C)
	Step Pattern
	Description

	Ionian
	C D E F G A B C
	W – W – H – W – W – W – H
	Major scale – bright, joyful

	Dorian
	D E F G A B C D
	W – H – W – W – W – H – W
	Minor + bright – hopeful

	Phrygian
	E F G A B C D E
	H – W – W – W – H – W – W
	Dark, ancient feel

	Lydian
	F G A B C D E F
	W – W – W – H – W – W – H
	Floating, heavenly

	Mixolydian
	G A B C D E F G
	W – W – H – W – W – H – W
	Praiseful, soulful

	Aeolian
	A B C D E F G A
	W – H – W – W – H – W – W
	Natural minor – sorrowful

	Locrian
	B C D E F G A B
	H – W – W – H – W – W – W
	Tense, rare – dark and unstable


Mood in Worship: Tense, unresolved – used rarely in tension-building
